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    Working days                           01689 853186
                            Saturday Ƣ Tuesday                 rector@kestonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

    

                      hallbookings@kestonparishchurch.org.uk / 07748 655240 
 

                              warden@kestonparishchurch.org.uk / 07584 058872 

                         warden@kestonparishchurch.org.uk / 07988 712873 
 

                                                     safeguarding@kestonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

Ƣ            treasurer@kestonparishchurch.org.uk/01689 852583 
         

                                  music@kestonparishchurch.org.uk / 020 8289 5768 
 

                
                       hallbookings@kestonparishchurch.org.uk / 01689 854373 

 

                                  editor@kestonparishchurch.org.uk / 020 8462 8750 
 

Ƣ                                           07715 880889 
 

                                                  gsl27thbromley@gmail.com 
 

                                        kestonvillagera@gmail.com 
 

Ƣ                      enquiries@kestonvillagehall.org.uk 
 

Ƣ                                                  07866 509696 
 

Ƣ                                                020 8289 5768 
 

Ƣ                               01689 858399 
 

                         friendsofkestoncommon.chessck.co.uk /01689 862815 
 

                                           krrsg@hotmail.com 
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Who doesnõt look forward to the 
summer holidays? Seems a ridiculous 
question to ask. Of course everyone 
looks forward to days by the warm, 
sandy beaches or relaxing by a pool, 
visiting museums, hunting out 
adventure parks, lazing in country pubs 
and quaint tea rooms. Whatõs not to 
like? Yet there are those who doggedly 
avoid these wonderful places and 
activities, fearful of encountering 
excitable, unruly little people. 
   Jesus often took himself off into the 
mountains or to the other side of the 
sea for some quiet, renewing time and 
for prayer and reflection. Somehow the 
crowds managed to find him, and 
graciously he would talk to them, tell 
stories and perform miracles. Even the 
little children came looking for him, 
much to the disciplesõ annoyance. They 
tried to turn them away, thinking that 
Jesus, this important man who had 
come to change the world, had much 
better things to be doing than 
entertaining the whims of young people. 
But Jesus was having none of it. He 
scolds them, saying, Suffer little children, 
and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 19:14) 

 
 

Children come with open minds, 
innocence and humility. They have no 
expectations, just a simple trust, a blind 
faith that they will be loved and cared 
for, that their needs will be met, their 
protection assured. In a patriarchal 
society, where children were among the 
least in the pecking order, Jesus makes it 
clear that the Kingdom of God includes 
all, especially the little ôinsignificantõ 
children. Subconsciously they get the 
fact that we can do nothing in our own 
strength. They understand what it 
means to be wholly reliant on someone 
else. 
   God, who is both father and mother 
to all he has created asks no less of us 
his children. Jesus warns, ôunless you 
change and become like children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven.õ (Matthew 18:3) 
   Linda Creed, in 1976, penned these 
wise words, popularised by Whitney 
Houston,ôI believe the children are our future, 
Teach them well and let them lead the wayõ .       
   At Keston Parish Church, we have a 
small core of babies and toddlers that 
attend church regularly ð they are very 
welcome and we are keen to ensure that 
we do not put up any barriers that 
prevent them taking a full part in 
worship, even to the point of 
approaching the Lordõs table. It is our 
ambition to preserve the longevity of 
Jesusõs legacy by growing younger as a 
church. 
   Your children and our young leaders 
are the future of our church, of our 
nation. Imagine if they were nurtured to 
be seen, heard and valued, as Jesus did. 
Would the childrenõs laughter remind us 
how we used to be? 
 

Revõd Belinda Beckhelling 
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As I write this, we are in the middle of  
a heatwave but at least it was nice and 
cool in the church this morning! Of 
course, in the winter we need to come 
well wrapped up as itõs so cold. Many  
of you will recall the heatwave of 1976 ð 
not much air conditioning around then, 
and certainly not in cars! You can read 
about an unusual holiday by car on p19, 
and see photos of the unbelievable 
weather we had for KestFest on p6. 

I hope you enjoy the selection of articles 
in this issue, sadly I have had a lot of 
trouble finding material to go in. If you 
know of something or somebody, 
preferably with a Keston or Christian 
link that would make an interesting 
article, or even feel you could write 
something yourself I would love to hear 
from you to discuss ideas. Iõd like to say 
a big thank  you to those who have 
kindly contributed, this time and in the 
past. I do try and make it a positive 
publication, there is plenty of bad news 
available elsewhere, and hope and pray 
that it may continue to help foster the 
wonderful sense of community that  
we are fortunate enough to have here  
in Keston. 

Sally Churchus 

 

If you enjoy The Keston Magazine and would like to make a 
donation towards the costs we would be very grateful. BACS 
transfers with reference ôMagazine donationõ can be made to  
Sort Code 20-05-57 Account 30543683. Alternatively, scan the 
QR code and select ôMagazineõ to donate. Please use the envelope 
enclosed for cash or cheques made payable to ôKeston Parochial 
Church Councilõ. If you are a UK tax payer and fill in the Gift Aid  
slip, we can recover an extra 25p for every £1. Thank you. 
 
 
I wish to Gift Aid my donation to ôKeston Parochial Church Councilõ to help meet 
the expenses of The Keston Magazine  
Title                Surname                 Forenames 
 

 
 
House No/Name      Postcode           Date 
 
 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the 
current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my responsibility to 
pay any difference. Please notify Keston Parish Church if you  Åwant to cancel this declaration  
Åchange your name or home address  Åno longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital 
gains. Charity No: 1216047 

         ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  
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The reconfigured bar area  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although the scaffolding is still up 
following the fire at The Fox on  
19th April, amazingly they have already 
reopened as usual for food and drinks.  
   I spoke to Paul and Gail at 
Heathfields, who run both venues, and 
they said the fire was a tremendous 
shock and the subsequent months have 
been stressful but they are so grateful 
that the building was empty at the time 
of the fire and that no one was hurt. 
   They confirmed that the fire started in 
the kitchen of the flat on the first floor. 
The source turned out to be a pile of tea 
towels that had been removed from the 
tumble dryer and left on the side. The 
heat retained from within the towels 
eventually caused the towels to 
spontaneously combust a few hours 
later. This is very rare, but apparently  
more common than you might imagine.  
   Although there is no fire damage to 
the restaurant and pub below, 
unfortunately there is water damage 
which has meant that the restaurant area 
is out of bounds for a while whilst it 
dries out and repairs are done.  
   Paul said ôThe weeks following the fire 
are a bit of a blur now, but with the help 

of our amazing team and the pub 
company acting quickly to get 
scaffolding up and protect the roof,  
we stripped out the sodden carpets etc. 
from the first floor in the hope of 
avoiding further water damage. We 
cleared out fridges and freezers and 
salvaged what we could. Unfortunately, 
after the initial flurry of activity the 
subsequent weeks have been much 
slower in progress whilst we wait for 
insurersõ builders to tender for the works.  
   One of our main objectives was to 
ensure we retained our wonderful staff. 
We relaunched our much loved Tapas 
nights at Heathfields and our Fox team 
hosted the nights. 
   After being closed for six weeks our 
power was finally reconnected and so 
we decided that with the summer 
months coming and our wonderful 
garden looking so good we would do 
our best to open in some capacity, so 
we have partitioned off the affected 
restaurant area and created a new space 
with more seating in the bar area.  
   We are fortunate that our commercial 
kitchen was unaffected so we are able to 
offer our full summer menu, roast 
dinners and our pizza hut is also open 
as usual at the weekends. We hope that 
the works to the restaurant will be 
complete by the end of the summer/
early autumn.  
   We would like to thank the local 
community for all their lovely emails, 
messages and cards. We would also like 
to thank the fire brigade which went 
above and beyond to cover and protect 
much of the furniture, appliances etc. 
which helped to reduce the damageõ. 
 

Sally Churchus 
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KestFest captured by Barbara Fowlds 

Shelley Sturdy with Deputy Mayor  
of Bromley, Councillor Dr Sunil Gupta 

 

 

Despite the terrible weather, the 
festivities carried on in true British style! 
Deputy Mayor of Bromley, Sunil Gupta, 
kindly opened KestFest, and our MP 
Peter Fortune also came along. The dog 
show was a brilliant success, and the 
Band, (G Force), played on through the 
torrential rain and wind. 
   A huge thank you to all our 
stallholders and to DJ Dave for braving 
the elements and keeping spirits high 
throughout the day. Hereõs hoping for 
sunshine and blue skies in 2027! 
 

Shelley Sturdy  
Chair, Keston Village Residentsõ Assoc. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are having a sort out of your 
paperback books in the near future, 
would you consider donating them to 
the book exchange on the corner of 
Lakes Road and Windmill Drive 
please? The exchange is very well used, 
the turnover of books is fantastic and I 
am very grateful to everyone who uses 
it. I canõt take hardback books, 
unfortunately, as they are too big for the 
exchange. You can always leave a bag of 
books on the doorstep, (1A Lakes Road), 
if  you canõt fit them in the exchange. 
Thank you in advance! 
 

Sue Sinton 
 

 

As reported in The Guardian and  
The Telegraph, Bible sales in the UK  
have climbed by 134% since 2019,  
with people of all ages, and especially 
younger readers, picking up Scripture 
with renewed interest. Many are 
searching for meaning, stability and 
hope in a changing world. With the rise 
in AI, many people are asking what is 
trustworthy, enduring and real. 
   Also, more people than ever are 
reading the Bible via the YouVersion 
Bible App which is free. 
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I have been a Christian as long as I can 
remember. I was Christened at eight 
weeks old at St Mary the Virgin church 
in Ladywell. My parents sent my brother 
and I to Sunday school at St Peterõs in 
Dulwich, but they never came! My 
Father taught me the Lordõs Prayer 
when I was about four or five. We 
always said Grace before a meal. 
   When I lived in Dulwich we had 
another Sunday school run by the 
Methodists and it was very popular with 
the local children. We were put into 
separate groups and won prizes, I still 
have the Good News Bible that I won, 
alongside the King James Bible given to 
me by my grandfather. We were taken 
on a camping trip for two weeks at 
Arundel where religious instruction was 
very intense, and it was there that I took 
the Lord Jesus to be my Saviour. I had 
pictures of Jesus all over my wall at 
home next to my bed and read the Bible 
every night with helpful notes produced 
by Scripture Union. I also joined the 
Girl Guides and went to church 
regularly. I was never asked or told 
about being Confirmed. I asked my 
Mother but she said it was for Catholics 

only. My Mother was not a practising 
Christian and was confused. 
   After I had my last two children, who 
were Baptised at Holy Trinity Clapham, 
I started taking them regularly to church 
as it was attached to Macaulay School. 
During Mass I was invited up for a 
blessing which I did and finally one of 
the nuns asked me if I would like to be 
Confirmed! I was 38. I was so happy 
and started my lessons in the local 
Convent. My children were Confirmed 
when they were 11. My husband was a 
Catholic (lapsed) but did attend church 
with me quite often and wanted the 
children brought up in the Church of 
England. 
   So thatõs my story, I have lapsed a few 
times over the years but God has helped 
me in so many ways and my faith is 
stronger than ever, He is my guide and 
Jesus my Saviour and Redeemer. 
 

Rosemary Camilleri 

 


