
  

 



2 

 

Fr
on

t C
ov

er
: K

es
to

n 
P

ar
is

h 
C

hu
rc

h 
S

un
se

t b
y 

B
ar

ba
ra

 F
ow

ld
s 

 

 

                                          
 

    

 
  

    Working days                           01689 853186
                            Saturday Ƣ Tuesday                 rector@kestonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

      

                      hallbookings@kestonparishchurch.org.uk / 07748 655240 
 

             
                              warden@kestonparishchurch.org.uk / 07584 058872 

                         warden@kestonparishchurch.org.uk / 07988 712873 
 

 κ                    safeguarding@kestonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

Ƣ            treasurer@kestonparishchurch.org.uk/01689 852583 
         

                                  music@kestonparishchurch.org.uk / 020 8289 5768 
 

                
                       hallbookings@kestonparishchurch.org.uk / 01689 854373 

 

                                  editor@kestonparishchurch.org.uk / 020 8462 8750 
 

Ƣ                                           07715 880889 
 

                                                  gsl27thbromley@gmail.com 
 

                                        kestonvillagera@gmail.com 
 

Ƣ                                                       01689 602993 
 

Ƣ                                                  07866 509696 
 

Ƣ                                                020 8289 5768 
 

Ƣ                               01689 858399 
 

                         friendsofkestoncommon.chessck.co.uk /01689 862815 
 

                                           krrsg@hotmail.com 
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ôMary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart.õ  Luke 2.19. 
What could be more endearing than 
watching the nativity story unfold with  
a real life baby, lying in a manger, gently 
and lovingly watched over by her 
mother and father (and in this case at 
Keston Church this Christmas Eve, also 
her big sister, her very own guardian 
angel)? The place quickly filled with 
angels singing, excited shepherds 
flocking to gaze upon the sleeping 
infant and wise men from the East 
seeking to honour the baby who would 
be king. 
   A brief insight into that very first 
Christmas day when Jesus was born. 
Mary had just given birth to her first-
born in a strange place. She knew that 
this baby was special. She had been told 
this by an angel. Then, there were all 
these visitors from near and far. What 
was she to make of it all? There was no 
time to think, so she remembered all 
these things, mulled over them and 
slowly built her hopes and dreams for 
her little son. 
   Nearly every new mother thinks her 
child is special. She has hopes and 
dreams for her little ones, forged from  
 

 
 

 

glimpses of their little characters and  
interests as they grow ð what captivates 
them? She wants her child to be the best 
they can be. 
   Mary, the model of motherhood, 
shows the wisdom of reflecting, yet 
keeping her thoughts to herself. She 
knows her son is destined for greatness. 
She knows that there will be pain, as 
Simeon, the old priest in the temple, 
warns her òand a sword will pierce your 
own soul tooó. Yet she does not rush to 
interpret or control the narrative, 
choosing to sit with the mystery. In the 
end, she finds herself stood at the foot 
of the cross on which her son is hung 
up to die. Quietly, she bears what no 
mother should have to bear. So strong 
is her love for her child. 
   Motherhood, indeed parenthood, can 
be the most joyous experience. It can 
also be extremely challenging. Letting 
go yet being the discreet safety net that 
unobtrusively stands ready to catch and 
to comfort; to set upright again. And 
pride, what pride when they find for 
themselves fulfilment and wholeness in 
who God made them to be! 

Happy Mothering Sunday on 15th March.  
 

          Revõd Belinda Beckhelling 
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I want to hibernate! 
Eat and sleepé 
At least the snow 
has melted today 
and the temperature 
is slightly warmer, 
although who 
knows what is 

coming later in the week? As Richard 
Geiger is away on holiday, and unable to 
do his usual article, I thought I would 
share some of the beautiful snowy 
photos that people have taken recently 
on that page instead. 
   I was kindly given several books as 
Christmas presents, and am happy to 
have some good reading lined up. One 
of them is a murder mystery that takes 
place whilst a film is being made at a 
church not dissimilar to ours ð in fact 
the cover looks so like the front of this 
issue it made me laugh! Mystery at the 
churché God IS a mystery, completely 
unfathomable ð our finite minds cannot 
hope to understand the mind of God. 
So I am grateful for the honesty of 
Geoff Carr whilst writing his Faith 
Journey in admitting his faith has 
wavered over the years. Let us not give 
up worshipping and encouraging one 
another in our faith and hope at church 
this year. 

Sally Churchus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The amazing sunset photo on the cover 
was kindly sent in by Keston resident, 
Barbara Fowlds. She noticed the 
beautiful sunset and cloud formation as 
she was leaving her weekly art class in 
the church hall. Sheõs a weather watcher 
and over the last 10 years has had her 
photos appear on BBC and ITV 
weather forecasts as well as in local 
magazines and newspapers. This one 
featured on the Camera Club page of 
the News Shopper. Since moving here 
two years ago she has been pleased to 
put Keston on the weather map. She 
says she is just an amateur and uses her 
iPad, but carefully considers the 
composition.  
Her photos can be seen on Twitter/X 
@skylark22BHC1. Thank you for 
sharing it with us ð itõs a shame I had  
to crop it to portrait orientation. 
 

Sally Churchus 
 

 

Apologies to Edward Williams for 
forgetting to attribute the old photos 
used in the last issue of the magazine 
from his extensive collection ð one of 
Miss Jarvis and two of the Mill House. 
They really help to bring articles alive!
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You may have noticed some changes at 
the old, rather dilapidated post office in 
Keston village. Well, itõs had a serious 
makeover and is now òThe Real Estate 
Loungeó of Keston Estates ð officially 
opening for business just in time for you 
to read this! 
   Like most projects involving a much-
loved but rather tired old building, 
converting the former post office into 
The Real Estate Lounge came with its 
fair share of challenges and took a little 
longer than first anticipated. Its age and 
a few ôunusualõ features ð including the 
famously sloping floor ð certainly kept 
everyone on their toes. 
   What many people may not realise is 
that the building was originally part of a 
coaching inn. The premises once 
formed the stable block for The Fox 
Inn, back during the reign of George IV 
in the 1820s when horses and carriages 
would stop overnight on long journeys. 
Over the years, the stables were adapted 
for commercial and retail use within the 
village, and today the building has been 
given a new lease of life as The Real 
Estate Lounge, continuing its long 
tradition of serving the local community. 
   The man behind it all is John Wiltshire, 
who has lived in Keston for almost 25 

years and in the Borough of Bromley 
for over 46 years. John brings  
a wealth of property experience, running 
his own agency for the past seven years 
in partnership with Keller Williams. 
   John still calls Keston village home, 
living with his long-suffering property 
and golf widow, Sara, and their teenage 
son, Henry, who shares his dadõs love of 
history and sport ð including following 
Bromley FC and Harlequins RFC. 
   As a proud member of the Keston 
Village Residents Association (KVRA), 
John is involved in all sorts of local 
activities, including the teams that 
organise KestFest on the Common in 
June, the Remembrance poppies around 
the village and the village Christmas fair 
ð although, strangely, John and Santa 
have never been spotted in the same room! 
 

Put simply, we help clients buy, sell and 
let; and landlords manage homes across 
Keston, Downe, Coney Hall, Hayes, 
Bromley, and beyond ð weõre not 
restricted by postcodes.  
   At Keston Estates, youõll find a 
friendly, approachable team offering 
honest advice, expert local knowledge, 
and a personal service every step of the 
way. So, if youõre thinking about 
moving, letting, or just want a chat 
about property, pop into The Real 
Estate Lounge ð weõd love to see you! 
 

John Wiltshire 
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Licensed Lay Minister, Tricia Coward, left, and 
Churchwarden Chris Rowland, with the toys  

 

Thank you to Keston church 
congregation for donating 113 
wonderful toys and books to an approx. 
value of £350 at the Christingle and Toy 
service on 7th December. Tricia Coward 
took them to the Bromley branch of 
The Salvation Army to be distributed to 
local children who would otherwise 
have gone without a Christmas present.  
   Over the rest of the Christmas period, 
thanks to the generosity of those 
attending services, collections 
amounting to £1,000 were split between 
the following charities: 
 

 ʾThe Childrenõs Society 

 ʾ Macmillan Cancer Support 

 ʾSt Christopherõs Hospice 

 ʾ LATCH Project for homeless in    

  Bromley 

 ʾ Demelza Hospice Care for Children 

 ʾ Centrepoint homeless charity for   

  young people.  

 

 

Thank you once again to Sam Price, 
who owns a fruit and veg stall near 
Bromley South, for kindly donating over 
80 oranges for our Christingle service. 
 

 

 

A talk entitled ôThe Great Storm of 
1987 ð and how it changed my lifeõ is 
being given by local historian and writer, 
Bob Ogley, in aid of the charity Welcare 
in Bromley. He will be speaking at St. 
Peter and St. Paul church in Bromley, 
BR2 0EG (behind Primark) at 3pm on 
Saturday 7th February. Entrance is £10 
on the door but please register 
attendance by email to 
sheilabee498@gmail.com or telephone 
01689 851605 (for catering purposes). 
There will be light refreshments and a 
raffle. Welcare provide practical and 
emotional support for families with 
children up to the age of 13 in South 
London and East Surrey. 


