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Th()ughtf()rthe sacrificial |l ove an

affection between people brought
together with a common bond. In the
next quarter we will have occasion to
mark all of these manifestations of love
as we know it in one way or another
when we cel ebrate V
Mothering Sunday, Easter and St
Georgeds day and ot
community events. So have we
mastered love?

I n St Paul ds first
Corinthians (1 Cor. 137, a
community in controversy, conflict and

Love disunity we are shown that love is more
How do you spel |l §dnQdrd ofaffefibndnat@rib easily K S
friend, Pooh. _ off the tongue however eloquently; and
Pooh replies noncﬁcﬁohsaeﬂehi\‘vVemean%J&éF dond
spel |l dedl te, Pyagl et phfnthropic do not necessarily equal

I dondot know abou eIl funddméritally!beghmsPnitiin® t
remember the number of times IAWrOteour oyvn hearts It absolutely does not

down the word 0l o¥igifateinBthets®ran wha they doC © U
of months. Yes, yg@dfnofrlogkUtdSns fofh a hebr! |

still one of those dinosaurs that sends ragjcally transformed to love voluntarily
Christmas cards, letters and messageshose who hurt us, those who are

off to friends whom I have known for gitferent to us, those who wrong us.
it seems like a hundred years. What dq gye is hard because it exists most
we mean when we sign off a letter or astrikingly in the context of messy
card, O6with | ove Fel'éti%r{ﬂﬁpg. or o6l ots of
l oveéd? God doesndt | ove u
Most of us think we have a pretty  good. God loves us becabsés good,
good idea about what love is. We can j feeling that flows freely from his heart
talk about love, we can sing about loveg gyrs, that we might be restored to his
write poetry, read books and watch  goodness. We love because God first
movies about love. But what does lovejgyed us and perseveres in his love for
actually look like? What does it really ;5 with patience and kindness. Love is

mean? o .. about offering forgiveness, not once,
D_eflnlng _Iove in simple terms is nigh ot twice or ten times but ninetine
on impossible. The New Testament  tjmes.

Greek of the bible helpfully references

four different words to outline the Wﬂ/

nuances of | ove. OET refers
romantic | ove, 6phil i auvu _wuoui_vuy descri
o6brotherly loved, oaf&pyes RBeilimdas Be
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From the Editor Cover Story

As this is the f i Tharkyoe  Kastonaesident@nde pr
this year, | wish readers a Happy New photographer Laurence Pierce for

Year. The turn of the year is a time to allowing us to use another of his great
look back and also look forwards with local photos, which was taken a few
hope. | do try to fill the magazine with years ago. You can read the article about
interesting and positive artickbe Forest Lodge on pages 12 and 13.

latter seem to be sadly lacking in the

media. You can read about several POppy Appeal

inspirational people in this issue and v \were pleased to be told that our
no February issue would be c|omp|ete collection for the Royal British Legion
without some mention of love! in November was the top one in our

I would like to thank everyone who - 5107 of 230 churches. We raised an

has contéibrl:ted, beth Ito this curre;nt amazing £384.8%thank you, Keston
issue and those from last year. Please ggidents for your generosity.

do not be shy about contacting me with
possible ideas as | am always in need TOYS donated
of new material. - . ‘
Over the years we have had a coupldi | : [
of articles about Forest Lodge in the
magazine, and as always with history,
some of the facts differ, but | hope you
will enjoy the one in this issue. Severa
of us have been lucky enough to see a
kingfisher by this pond (the wildlife
pond, pond 3). Well, | say saw it in the
loosest of terms, what | actually saw
more like a blue bullet flashing gast |
but unmistakably iridescent and the siZ
of a small bird.
anyone ever manages to take a photo
of a kingfisher! Others have then waité
and seen it a second time as it moved Tthe collection during the Toy Service
a different area of the pond. Whata on 1st December this year was amazing:
wonderful privilege, and something to 16 Books @ approx £4 = £64
lift your spirits. 17 Cuddly toys @ £5 = £85 (all new)
Sally Churchus 63 Mixed other toys @ £6 = £378
(many toys were much more than £6)
Total roughly £527
All were taken to the Bromley branch
of The Salvation Army for distribution
to needy local children at Christmas.
Thank you!

l‘.s’ uag |




All th]ngs O[‘ange Libby had the idea of organising a

fundraising event to help, although she

had not done this b
has been a chall eng
enjoyed doing itéo.

taking place on 1st February at The

Warren with guests being served a three

course dinner followed by a disco, with

a raffle and auction taking place during

‘ the evening. Those attending must wear
% : or accessorise with something orange as

. ff itds Harryds favour
L hoping to be able to raise £10,000.

Keston resident, Libby Lee, has turned&fr;erggg lggna:;CciuL;?Lebsfot:]ckets sl

her hand to fundraising for someone libbylee1104@outlook.cdfiyou are
else, after she herself was the redpienfnterested. Prizes for tHe raffle or

of help a few years ago. _ auction would be most welcome. If

You may recall that Libby, who lives y .o, yould like to donate please visit
with her family at The Greyhound,  j,stgiving.com/crowdfunding/libbige
Commonside, had a life changing —‘gypnortharrysfuture, thank you.
operation in the USA in 2010, aged | iy herself is very modest about her

nine, after fundraising reached the ¢+ inconsiderable achievements which
£65,000 to pay for the treatment and o q1\,de paragliding, skiing, driving and
aftercare. It enabled Libby, who has h Iding down a full time job at a

cerebral palsy since she was 11 monthﬁension investment com ;
: i : pany in
old, to sit and walk independently with | 5n4on which entails hybrid working.

C(utches. Keston r.esidents, family and|n her spare time, other than organising
friends enabled this to happen. Al 1l Things Oranges?

One of those was a SC.hOOI friend g enjoys socialising with friends.
from Green St Green Primary School, 1hankully when the family move to
Harry Magee, plus his family.

Orpington after the sale of the Iicens%
Unf ortunately, Onoﬁe*f"hgeéf8§h5¥ﬁd Og
he fell down the stairs and broke his away from her friends leby said '
neck, and as a result is now paralysed x ’ ’

; . o : QRemember there is
He was in a spinal unit in Salisbury untjl, s heeds help, s ;

the autumn but is now back in his flat i you c
Portsmouth with carers, but still visits How true. You are
his parents who live locally. There is ng special lady
more treatment to be done, but he is i ’
urgent need of equipment such as
hoists, wheelchairs, a stair lift as well

as help with the medical bills and Libby Lee, as told -
travel costs. to Sally Churchus  Harry Magee

"Libby, and Keston
is proud of you.
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Friends Of Keston toilet block on the Westerham Road,

(now our storeroom), and caused
CommonNews consi derabl e damage
report that the Council have been able
to repair the damage and that our
storeroom will once again be available
to us. | am most grateful to all involved
in making this timely repair.

At the beginning of December you
may also have noticed that there was
a lot of contract work of holly clearance

Sundew and removal. There are a number of

reasons for this work, not least to allow

The Friends of Keston Common hosteghore light to aid the growth of heather

an activity day this past summer, wherput also to help the population of bats

items in the playground were refreshedn the area.

with a new coat of paint and the area  In other news, the Council and

given a good sweep and-igly We idverde have applied for a development

plan to have a follow up session this grant of £250k from the Water

coming spring with further painting andRestoration Fund to develop proposals

cleaning to help complete the task.  for improvements to Keston Ponds.

As reported previously we have now This would improve water quality,
installed the two new rustic benches inhabitats and flood risk management,
Padmall Wood, one on the east sided as well as celebrating heritage links to
path and one on the west sided path. Charles Darwin. Some of the ideas

We will look to see if any further being considered are creating naturalised
benches across the site are requiredapd ant i ng to the wat
install as necessary. fixed point fishing stations and

The Friends have ordered a batch ofconverting the conservation/wildlife
420 tree whips from the Woodland  pond, (third pond), to a wetland area.
Trust. These comprise native species We await to see if the application for
and are provided free of charge. The funding has been successful.
plan is to plant these along the side of
the bridleway that runs from Fishponds
Road to Lakes Road. In time this will
create a lovevel hedge to encourage
nesting birds and remove the need for
maintenance of the decaying post and
rail.

Some of you may have noticed that
a tree branch fell on the roof of the old

Larry Herbert (Chair of the
Friends of Keston Common)
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Fx Churchwarden Traditionally, benefits included the right
. to drive sheep and cattle over London
gais Freedom Of Bridge; to carry a naked sword in public;

the Clty Of London and that if the City of London police
found a freeman drunk and incapable,

they would bundle him or her into a taxi
and send them home rather than throw
them into a cell!

Whilst no longer carrying many
substantive rights and largely existing as
a tradition, The Freedom of the City of
London still continues.

The Ceremony
Freedom ceremonies take place in the
Chamber |l ainds Court

. are usually conducted by the Clerk of
The Freedom of the City of London  the Court or his Assistant.

On Friday 22nd November 2024, | was Freemen, their nominators and guests

honoured to receive The Freedom of are escorted to the Court by the Beadle,
the City of London. | was recommende@ho wears a top hat and frockc@he

for the honour as part of the work | do Clerk of the Court wears a silk gown,
for International Students House in  and if the Chamberlain performs the
London, a charity for underprivileged ceremony, they wear the traditional

and minority students, not only by the erminetrimmed gownThe prospective
freemen but some of our university  Freeman is invited to read the

partners. | was joined by family, friend$ Dec| ar ati on of a F
church members and colleaguesfromt he Fr eemands Decl a

work and universities. The Copy of the Freedodma

The Freedom of the City of London parchment document with the name
started around 1237 as the status of aof the recipient beautifully inscribed %/
6free mand or 0Oci jdalfighaph@is presknfelitythe e d b
charter of the City of Londonandnot c| er k, toget her wi
under the jurisdiction of afeudallord. f or t he Conduct of

_ Inthe Middle Ages, this developed  from the mid 18th century. The Clerk
into a freedom or right to trade, ~ or Chamberlain extends the right hand
becoming closely linked to the medievalf fellowship to the recipient and greets
guilds, the livery companies. In1835, t hem as ©6a Citizen
ellglblllty for the freedom of the C|ty Thank you to those that came, for

was extended to anyone who lived in, your support and a wonderful, very
worked in or had a strong connection memorable day.

to the City. The freedom that citizens
enjoy has long associations with Martin Chalker
privileges in the governance of the City.
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ClOCkS gO FOFWﬁFd 1 Farmers are worried about

changing routines for livestock

Donct forget the ¢l PERS 8P, LPLWANE

one hour at 1am on 30th March.

ople spend maost of their time in

(Clocks ospring forgaidal i S nidad) -

marks the beginning of British
Summertime which started when the
Summer Time Act was passed in 1916I
so that people in the northern
hemisphere could make more use of the
daylight hours. Double Summer Time
(Greenwich Mean Time + 2 hours) wa
used during the Second World War.
Proponents say that changing the
clocks is good for:

il

f

il

f

Opponents say that:

f

Peopl eds opinions
geographical location, occupation and
ifestyle. Much of Europe and North
America change their clocks too.

If you usually have difficulty adjusting,
The Sleep Council suggest that a few
%ights before the clocks are due to go
forward, start going to bed a little earlier
each night and wake upII®minutes
earlier each morning. When Sunday
arrives, you will already be adjusted.
This is particularly helpful for those
With young children.

Reducing energy consumption for
environmental reasons

Having longer evenings to suppor
leisure and tourism

Encouraging people to exercise
more outdoors

Reducing road accidents &

Sally Churchus

There are safety concerns about
darker mornings

Quotes about Love by St Augustine

1 What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to
hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the
ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. This is what love looks like.

7 Love is temporary madness. It erupts like an earthquake and then subsides
And when it subsides you have to make a decision. You have to work out
whether your roots have become so entwined together that it is
inconceivable that you should ever part. Because this is what love is. Love i
not breathlessness, it is aptitement, it is not the promulgatdén
promises of eternal passion. That is just being in love which any of us can
convince ourselves we are. Love itself is what is left over when being in love
has burned away, and this is both an art and a fortunate accident.

1 Because God has made us for himself, our hearts are restless until they res
in Him.



Singing for 60 My Favourite Bible

years Verse

0So do not fear, fo
dismayed, for | am your God. | will strengtl
you and help you; | will uphold you with m
righteous right han
I have a few 6favou
myself returning to this one, particularly
when facing uncertainty or situations of
stress. God was speaking to comfort

and encourage the Israelites, who were

in captivity at the time. Likewise it was
meaningful to me when, as a family, we
first set out to Nazareth with a five

week old baby in my arms and a toddler
in tow! At the time | had no idea how |
would cope, but God would strengthen

David Cook presenting Jean with a and help me, whatever

bouquet of flowers as one of her gifts 12y ahead. Similarly, ov
the past decades, in thi &

There was a very moving occasion at face of difficult situatior
the morning service at Keston Parish | have drawn comfort "
Church on October 13tlihen we and encouragement frc "
mar ked Jean Gol dbthisgwrse et i remlgnht Lr on
the church choir. Jean had sung alto in uth Nas
the choir since she first moved to
Keston in 1964.

A very loyal and hasgorking
member, she was for a time choir
secretary and very helpful to the Choir
Master in pointing out the correct
pronunciation of Latimords! To mark
her 60 years in the choir Jean was
presented with a Royal School of
Church Music long service medal and
certificate, and, as is our custom at
Keston, an original Richard Geiger
farewell card. We will greatly miss Jean
and wish her well in her new life in
Edenbridge.

David Cook, Organist and Choirmaster ¢ L 41 Qa8 62 NIK 3ISky3
2 3INIo F LSs o8
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'Q +DOI 7HUP

DP QRRQ
7XHVGD\ WK )HEUXDU\

. HVWRQ 3DULVK &KXUFK +DO
&KXUFK 5RDG %5 +7

DP :HOFRPH GULQNY DQG VQDFNYV
DP &UDIWYV DQG DFWLYLWLHV
IRU DOO DJHV DQG LQWHUHVWYV
DP &HOHEUDWLRQ ZLWK PXVLF
DP /I XQFK SURYLGHG

(YHU\RQH JHWV WR HQMR\ GRLQJ FUD
OHDUQLQJ DERXW WKH *RG ZKR ORYH
DQG VKDUH D PHDO WRJHWKHU

7TKHPH /RYH
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