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                   ƳǳǎƛŎϪƪŜǎǘƻƴǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƘǳǊŎƘΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 
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Down House 
Image: Anthonyeatworld at the British Wikipedia 

ôRemember the days of old; consider the years  
of many generations.õ Deuteronomy 32:7. 
Last week I visited Down House, the 
home of Charles Darwin, whose theory 
on evolution by natural selection sent 
shock waves through society especially 
in religious circles. As I reflected on 
how the natural world evolves by 
adapting in response to experience of  
its habitat, my thoughts hovered around 
the concept of ômemoryõ and how key 
this is to human development. From 
infancy we learn the consequences of 
our actions by experience ð eg. when  
we touch something hot and it causes us 
pain we know not to do it again. It is the 
memory of the pain associated with the 
action that deters us from repeating it. 
When we find something that brings us 
joy, we want more of it. 
   Of all the gifts God has blessed 
humanity with, undoubtedly, our 
memory is the most precious. 
Remembering connects humanity with 
its past and the past is the key to the 
future. Inventors build on proven 
knowledge and understanding to 
imagine new possibilities. Ecologists 
study observed phenomenon to predict 

future patterns. Historians document 
events, for better or worse, and 
sociologists interpret their impact on 
society. Learning from the past helps us 
to shape a more informed future, even 
if life throws up new challenges. 
   In these autumn months the Christian 
church joins in with wider national and 
international commemorations. Black 
History Month in October and 
Remembrance Day in November offer 
occasions to recognise the contribution 
of specific groups of people who have 
changed the course of peopleõs lives by 
their sacrifice, to acknowledge the 
human propensity for transgression and 
to ensure that our current and future 
actions build on the thoughts etched in 
our memories towards making a better 
world. 
   Remembering is a key theme in any 
major religion. Did you know that the 
word ôrememberõ occurs 240 times in 
the Bible? In the Old Testament as the 
Israelites, Godõs chosen people, wander 
the wilderness in search of the promised 
land, they are continuously urged to 
remember Godõs faithfulness. 
Remembering helps to connect them 
with who they are and to redefine their 
purpose, that they may be sustained as 
they travel on. In the New Testament, 
Jesus Christ commands those who 
would follow him, ôDo this in remembrance 
of me.õ (1 Cor. 11.24-25). As Christians 
gather for Holy Communion, we 
remember who God created us to be 
and are re-membered into Christõs body, 
one with Christ and one with each 
other. Wherever in the world we are by 
our remembrance we evolve stronger in 
the faith. 

            Revõd Belinda Beckhelling  
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This beautiful photo was taken by  
Anna Bailey whilst walking her dogs at 
Farnborough Fields in July, and could 
be seen from Shire Lane. Poppies 
usually grow in wheat fields, but they 
were not sprayed back this year to the 
delight of passers by.  
 

 

Thank you once again to everyone who 
has kindly donated towards the costs of 
producing The Keston Magazine. It is 
much appreciated. 
 

 

 

Keston Church are 
collecting your 
unwanted coats to 
donate to Wrap Up London, a scheme 
run by charity HandsOn London 
distributing warm coats to the homeless 
and people at risk during the winter. 
Please bring them to church on a 
Sunday morning any time from now 
until the last drop off date of  
24th November. Alternatively, you can 
leave them in a back bag and deliver to  
Elm Gables, Westerham Road, Keston, 
BR2 6HH. Our Treasurer, Anna Bailey, 
has taken responsibility to deliver them 
to the charity collection point. 
   So this is your opportunity to go 
through your unwanted coats and 
donate them to a good cause, at very 
little inconvenience or cost to you. We 
know they will be appreciated and given 
new life by their end user. Thank you. 
See wrapupuk.org for more information. 
 

                      Anna Bailey 

 

Iõve recently had toothache, and have 
never been so pleased to see my dentist! 
I donõt normally relish the thought of 
going as I had a lot of work done as a 
child, although I do go regularly and my 
dentist is actually lovely. A course of 
antibiotics has thankfully cleared up the 
problem and it has made me grateful 
that I live in this day and age, rather 
than over 100 years ago when you 
would probably have to visit some kind 
of quack with a set of plyers and no 
anaesthetic! Although the news is full of 
depressing information about the state 
of the country and indeed the world, 
most of us are definitely better off than 
previous generations. 
   I know many readers like the history 
articles, and may be interested to see the 
details of the Holwood History walk.  
I enjoyed hearing about the church 
painting that has returned to Keston 
after nearly 60 years, but I expect many 
people will think the best article is the 
one about the snails on p10. Apparently 
it brought a smile to the face of  
someone who has already read it. 
   Speaking of smiles, at our last Mental 
Health Wellbeing coffee morning we 
learnt that even a ôfakeõ smile releases 
feel good hormones in your body, so 
that may be worth a try if things are 
getting you down ð particularly on 
World Smile Day on 4th October! 
 

             Sally Churchus 
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Dave Lee at the Custom Car Rally on Sunday 18th August 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After 16 years at the helm of this 
wonderful pub, both Toni and I have 
decided itõs time to step away and have  
a bit of a rest. All good things must 
come to an end and we feel this is the 
time for someone else to take over the 
reins and inject some new enthusiasm 
and direction into The Greyhound. We 
will be putting the lease on the market 
this September. 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We want to thank all our amazing staff 
and customers that have supported us 
over the years. Weõve never considered 
ourselves owners, rather ôcustodiansõ 
and hopefully you will all support 
whoever comes in to take our place. 
Thank you again one and all. 
 
  Dave, Toni, Libby, Ben and River Lee 
 

Photographer Caroline Miller/Picture Partnership 


