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Ramblings from the Rector...

pis

Jesus has set the example that we are
now called to follow.

The church has set aside and
commands a range of Feast days
marked for celebration, for gathering
together as a community, joyfully
singing songs of thanksgiving and praise
and, of course, always with food and
drink. Nearly every weekday marks a
, , Saintds day or a ke
Who does not like a celebration? EaChevery Sunday offers a gathering for the
year we spend many thousands of  community, including the Eucharistic
pounds celebratiriga birthday, a feast of bread and wine, a remembrance
wedding, a new baby, a life \edd, of Christés saving

the Coronation, Christmas, Easter andshameful death, crucified like a common
a myriad other occasions. And why Not4iminal.

Celebrations have been part of the | 5ee celebration as an essential part
JudeeChristian heritage since God f oyr spiritual practice. Welcome,
created the world and are an integral hospitality and generositpll key
part of human existence. They are a  glements of celebration must inform our
natural expression of our gratitude andunderstanding of how we are to

praise for God06s g&hentd hStho contmBndhents, @ t €
the world and all thatisinitinsixdaysg | ove God and Love
the bible tells us. However we might  Haying celebrated Easter, not so long
interpret the Creation story, whatis 340 and Pentecost just recently, we look
important is that God then created the tg\ward to a season of what is called
Sabbatl® a day to stop, reflect and 60rdinary Ti med whe
rejoice in his finished creation. A~day t‘l)hristian festivals are few and far _
celebrate. Godo0s pelivked bt let@at ndt Be'a reBsbrsfor P
i's to Ohave [Iife @sh&iobefelrde Mal welcOntnBekd N
It is not his will that we should live dry,hank God for his goodness in our
uninteresting, joyless lives. regular worship. May we spend time
Jesusds cel ebr at ipBkh§arcdrd Ystas the tres anf'P S ©
Goddos kingdom, Wwhgdok aredothddinsSendod, the
welcome especially the outsider, the  gnimals rewakened and the whole
poor, the needy, the weak and despisehmmunity is renergised and let us
(Luke 14.124). He fed five thousand; fing reasons to rejoice and thank God.
he helped out at pfe3findfeaséndtBldelebtafeS

wedding celebration; he celebrated a”%gether in community. Let us embrace
ate with sinners and tax collectors. He o gift of celebration in our lives.

taught about welcoming the prodigal
and banqueting with the uninvited.

Celebration

Revdd Belinda



From the Editor Cover Story

Vol unt eer sd Wethe k The picturefom tioerfronBcover was

June this year, and has beengoingfort aken after Rev®dd E
40 years now. | t & serviae oo theseveaimy oftMondaye ¢ 0 ¢
celebrate and t ha 8tkAptl e Bishidpos Rochester, thed i
volunteers for all they contributetoourRt . Revdd Dr Jonath
local communities and society asa  Churchwarden, Geoff Catrr, is also in
whol e. I tds humanthephdtour e to feel goog
after helping someone. In this issue we It was a very happy occasion and
feature a vol unt e marksthe endsof the 1€rhonth \&camcy. h
Hospice and the work done by the We look forward to a new chapter in
Friends of Keston Common. Many of the history of Keston parish church

the volunteers in our communitygo wi t h Revd6d Belinda
unnoticed as they help with shopping
or child care for instance. Others delivi
this magazine, come rain or shine. Soi
I know of help run Bromley Local
History Society, or do gardening at

¢KS [ 2 NR f Saa &2«
GKS [2NR YI 1S KAa

(@]

Down House. There are plenty of _ LyRrR 0S 3INJ OAZdza
volunteers needed to keep Keston GKS [2NR GdNYy KA&
church running, including our Licensec Iy IAPS &2dz LIS
Lay Minister, Tricia Coward, bdzyYyo SNA c ¢ Y HnN

Churchwarden Geoff Carr and
Treasurer, Anna Bailey. Of course thel
are many more volunteers in Kegion
thank you for all you do to make the
world a better place.

There have been a number of letters
in the newspapers recently about
hymns, some particularly scathing abo
6AIl things Bdbitgh
everyone to their own! On page 5 we
have a piece abou
King of Heavenbo,
of interest.

Sally Churchus
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Revd Belinda's Service raises the roof

=n_ ||
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Revod Belinda with TiaaQphatdelicendea ltapMirister
after the service at Keston Parish Church

Apparently as people were arriving  singing, together with lots of clergy.
before the service, a Greeter (roped inHow great to have the Bishop there
at the last minute) saw a man arrive  with us, and lovely to have people
and asked which group he was from ashere from our local community, and
there was a | i st apack@ehuicWell dofestoafl r i en
and family, local clergy etc. The reply thosewho worked so hard to make
was 0t hdamuddiawghtey p 6 all the arrangements, and a huge

ensuedAnon thankyou.Angela Godfrey

' We had an amazing service on 1 It was a wonderful occasion. When
Monday 8th April to install our new  the singing began | had to check the
Rector Belinda. Everybody was roof was still there. The volume of
uplifted by it and to have the service 6 Tel | Out My Soul o

conducted by the Bishop of RochesterTonia Crouch, Choir member
with the High Sheriff of Kent and all fRevdd Bel

of the local clergy was a very special  ccasion, well worth waiting for. The
occasionGeoff Carr, Churchwarden church was packed with nearly 150

A fantastic Service. Nearly blown off guests. The food afterwards was
the organ bench with the volume of  fabulous, (and great not to have to do
the congregational singing! Lots of  the washing up ha hAnhna Bailey
wildlife around a fly attacked my
hearing aid and a ladybird wanted to
play the orgamavid Cook, Organist __

f What an amazing servi€he singing
was so wonderfdlthe first hymn
nearly Dblew us a
I would burst si
Lightdo! So many

i ndads Li




The Story behind Dublin, with a gift for versifying. After

graduation he moved to a tiny and

the Hymn remote parish in County Wexford to

Praise my Soul the King of Heaven  serve his curacy. It was here, when he
was about 25, that Henry had a religious

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven, experience which transformed his life.
To His feet thy tribute bring; A close friend of his, another
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgivertlergyman, had fallen ill, and was clearly
Who like me his praise should sing? dying. Henry went to visit him. The
Alleluia! Alleluia! friend was not as distressed as Henry
Praise the everlasting King. had imagined he would be. Instead, the
_ ; _ friend confessed that he had been
Praise Him for His grace and favour rereading the New Testament, with an

To our fathers in distress; eye on eternity, and had made a great
Praise Him, still the same as ever, giscovery. There was no need to rely on
Slow to chide and swift to bless: religious duties and formalities and good
Alleluial Alleluia! deeds to gain peace with God. Instead,
Glorious in His faithfulness. we can trust completely in the mercy of

Christ and His saving power.

This encounter wit
at deathods very doo
reconsider his faith. He wrote later that
his dear friend 06wh
thought that there was One who would

Fathetlike, He tends and spares us,
Well our feeble frame He knows;

In His hands He gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Widely as His mercy flows.

atone for his delin

Angels, help us to adore Him; 6study my Bible and
Ye behold Him face to face; manner than | had p
Sun and moon bow down before HimSoon after this hymn appeared, in 1834.
Dwellers all in time and space: Lyte rejoices in the majesty and
Alleluia! Alleluia! wonder of the living God, who in turn
Praise with us the God of grace. loves us. He captures the measure of the

: Psalm in enduring lyrics, which combine
Henry Francis Lyte (179847) time, eternity, God and man all swept

up into one embrace. Its last verse

_ summons all the created order to join in
This paraphrase of Psalm 103 has beeg great act of joyous pradssurely a
included in probably more ceremonies yraview of eternity!

than any other hymn in the English Parish Pump
language. It was sung at the weddings
of Queen Elizabeth to the Duke of
Edinburgh in 1947 and of King Charles
to Camilla Parker Bowles in 2005.
Henry Lyte had been a brilliant
theological student at university in




thtle Foragers w Finding out about the seasons

Forest SChOOl w Developing key social and emotional

skills, e.g. spiritual development,
Coming Soon in Keston Parish 9. 3P P

Church Woodland healt'h, gnd wellbeing
, w Playing in the outdoors

w Taking risks in a safe way

w Building relationships/supporting
each other

w Achieving manageable tasks both
individually and in a group

w Mindfulness

Forest School Session every Saturday

What is Forest School? Ages: 4 (Reception)0 years
Forest School is a unique educational 9gm- 11am

experience, based outdoors, which
promotes many different skills and ide
such as raising seteem, health,
wellbeing, confidence, emotional
intelligence, and teamwork. Children
take part in a variety of activities whic
gives them hands on opportunities to
develop their understanding of many
topics with a child led approach to
planning and learning, so the children
get the most out of their sessions.

A:Sorest School Stay & Play sessions
every Tuesday

(accompanied by parent/carer)

Ages: confidently walking years
Session 1: 10am2:00 noon

IaSession 2:12:30prR.30pm

Stay and play is an opportunity for
young children to explore, play in the
natural environment and experience the
use of natural resources. This ranges
from looking for bugs, getting creative
What do we do there? and playing in our wonderful mud

Little Foragers allows children to join irkitchen area/ book corner and more.
a variety of outdoor activities and

encourages them to learn about the
natural environment as well as
developing key social and emotional
skills. Some of the activities are:
 Den building We are so excited to get Little Foragers

w Use and practice of a variety of knot&® and running and hope to see you!
w Safe use of fire lighting and cooking Zoe, Tia and Lucy

w ldentification of plants and animals
w Exploration of the natural world

w How to look after the natural world

w Use of sustainable resources within
the Forest School

w Safe use of tools to support learning

Birthday Parties every Saturday
(2 hour sessions) 1prBpm

For more information, please visit
littleforagersforestschool.co.uk.

@©:

LITTLE_FORAGERS_FOREST_SCHOOL

7



Golf Club Rules

Temporary Rules 1940
Richmond Golf Club

1. Players are asked to collect bomb
and shrapnel splinters to save these
causing damage to the mowing ™
machines.

2. In Competitions, during gunfire or
while bombs are falling, players
may take cover without penalty for™
ceasing play.

3. The positions of known delayed
action bombs are marked by red
flags at a reasonably, but not
guaranteed, safe distance
therefrom.

4. Shrapnel and/or bomb splinters on
the fairways, or in bunkers within a

7.
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moved without penalty, and no
penalty shall be incurred if a ball is
thereby caused to move
accidentally.

A ball moved by enemy action may
be replaced, or if lost or destroyed,
a ball may be dropped not nearer
the hole without penalty.

A ball lying in a crater may be lifted
and dropped not nearer the hole,
preserving the line to the hole,
without penalty.

A player whose stroke is affected
by the simultaneous explosion of

a bomb may play another ball from
the same place. Penalty one stroke.
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Obituary floating roadway for the Mulberry
Ida Beckett 16/12/1922-23/2/2024

Harbours. The long roadways
connected floating p#aeads to the
French coast and allowed the British
and American troops, equipment and
supplies to land successfully in
Normandy on EDay + 1). They

married in 1949 and had three children,
Mike, Tim and Sian.

Family and friends were key to Ida
and she ran a bright, cheerful and
welcoming home. She loved a party and
there were many parties. She was busy
and volunteered with various
organisations like Orpington Mental
Health and the Tate gallery; this is what
she loved, fun and laughter with friends
and all in a good cause.

Ida had loads of friends and was good
at keeping friendships going, she also
_ had a deep heart of kindness.

Ida Beckett loved coming to Keston  gpe took a keen interest in her family
Church, she had a great appreciation (3nd other people and this was genuine
history and ancient buildings and reallyg,q enduring, she rarely talked about
enjoyed the atmosphere in the church.,erself unless probed, she always

She was also a woman who greatly  \yanted a full and detailed update on
valued relationship and friendship so \yhat everyone was doing.

she also looked forward to catching up |da had a beautiful smile end even in

with friends after the service! Ida her very old age and last days her smile
attended the Sunday services regularly;; up your heart.

until reluctantly she had to stop comin¢ Her concerns for others is nicely

due to poor mobility and frailty. summarised in the postscript at the
Intelligent and amusing with a great potiom of her funeral instructions, it

interest in Engllish, Ida had a happy  \yas written to her three children but it
childhood and was the middle of three 5pjies equally to us all. She wrote

children. Her parents Mabel and simply OAl ways car e
Kenbryd James are buriedinKeston 3 nd she had under]|l i
churchyard. cannot think of a better way to honour

Ida met Allan, her husbatwtbe and | 4 3 6s me mor y than d
it was love at first sight. (You may Ida Beckett died peacefully at home

remember an article in The Keston o Fepruary 23rd. Mike and Sian were
Magazine in 2015 about Allan, who beside her. She was aged 101.

served as a Royal Engineer in the _
Second World War and designed the Sian Bennett
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Death and Dy1ng I into a potential crisis for the funeral
the UK industry as a whole.

The researchers found that financial
Less than half of the UK population  factors are significant in these decisions,
now want their death to be marked wittput religious and spiritual adherence is
a funeral, according to a major researciven more influential: 76% of frequent
report calledlove, Grief, and Hope: worshippers said they wanted a funeral

Emotional responses to death and dyirgpmpared to 38% who never attend.
in the UK released by the religion and Author Dr Madeleine Pennington, head

society think tank Theos. of research at Theo
The findings are based on polling  that the UK population no longer has a
commissioned from YouGov, and shared conviction on the importance of

reveal significant changes in the ways ritual frameworks to say goodbye.
that people in the UK are approaching Market forces have a bigger impact on
death and dying. Less than half of ~ how we grieve, when we no longer
respondents (47%) said they wanted aapproach grief itself through a
funeral. Just over one in 10 (13%)of 0t ranscendent 6 fr an
respondents who did not want a funeradeclining formal religious affiliation, this
said this was because they did not havé driving a significant realignment of
enough money saved, butfarmoresa@r i t i sh bereavement
they felt the money could be better 0This is such an i
spent another way (67%). Otherssaidour ti me, 6 says Arc
0l dondt see the poihts {e6&Wobd bO
dondét want a tr ad shockirgtoaiscoverghatéaih may bg 4
Polling indicates that direct crematiorseen as expensive, fe@nsuming and
(or ddwak ef uner al s drrelgvang and that ihigbetiergustyio
is taken directly to a crematorium move ondé. He calls
without any service or other event),isreo f f er i ts ohoned c
now chosen for 18% of all deaths. Thiss k i | | s 6-openrcahvetsations r e
new polling by Theos suggests thatthi@ bout deat ho.
trend could grow further, translating www.theosthinktank.co.uk

From the Registers
. FLIAaYa
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https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/research/2023/11/27/love-grief-and-hope-emotional-responses-to-death-and-dying-in-the-uk
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/research/2023/11/27/love-grief-and-hope-emotional-responses-to-death-and-dying-in-the-uk
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/research/2023/11/27/love-grief-and-hope-emotional-responses-to-death-and-dying-in-the-uk
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/

Church Services

1st Sunday of each month
8am Holy Communion

Book of Common Prayét662
10amCelebrational Worship

All other Sundays
10amHoly Communion

Celebration Service

To celebrate Revdd
60 years of Ordained ministry we

will be holding a special Holy
Communion service at 3pm on

Sunday 7th July. There will be light
refreshments in the hall afterwards.

On the afternoon of Sunday

14th April, lvy Frame (aged 5 years)
and Wynter Frame (aged 6 years)
came for Baptism by
Beckhelling. It was her first Baptism
as Rector of Keston. The girls are
pictured here with their parents, lan
and Clair. Afterwards they enjoyed
celebrations with family and friends at
The Warren. The family have lived in
the village for over six years, and
Wynter and Ivy were born in Keston
and go to school locally. lan is a
Commander for the London Fire
Brigade and Clair works in the
security industry as a Director of
Sales and Business Development.

10 month old Henry Turner was
Baptised on 21st Ap
Belinda. He is pictured here with his
parents, Eddie and Alex, who were
married at Keston church in 2021.

Alex was herself Baptised at Keston

and her parents were married there.

The name Jacques is the same as

Al exds maternal gr a
Blanc, who was a resident of Keston.
Celebrations following the service

were at the Two Doves pub.

11



Fxcuses for School from Mrs Gilbert of Nash, that

. i nf or mehd was going to Buxton for
Al.osen.ce mn late the benefit of her health and Daisy Sargee
Victorian Keston woul d not be Dasysch
Keston National School Part 5 was an orphan who lived with Mrs

Gilbert and would probably benefit

gven more than her guardian from the
xciting experience of travelling to

uxton and staying in a high class resort

r three weeks. Explaining absence

om school in order to benefit from an

Qut of season, low cost holiday, does

The reasons provided by parents or
guardians to explain the absence of th
children in their care provide an insigh
into the lives of the children, the
families and the society of Keston at th]c
time. r
Mary Welland was already seven ye
old when she first entered the school "0t POSSEss the same resonance.

having received no previous education]c Poor de'”y Eoret[, alsao_ of Nash, wast ¢
A note from Mrs Bentley written from requently absent and In a rar€ event ior

Leaves Green explaining that Mary Keston, her parents were issued with a

Welland whom she was boarding, stat§4mmons by the ﬁttSQﬂa”&e Ct)fﬁier-
she was an orphanahd r o m ,t h &' Yangogr ‘3@ ed the Master to

which meant she was a workhouse girpppr_oach the% or Law Guardians o
probably from Bromley Union provide some assistance to the family.

Workhouse at Farnborough and Mrs ;\FAWO yetars Iatgr n 1?88 a nOti'n thek
Bentley was receiving assistance from rasteros 09 00 €
rcumstances of the family when it was

the Poor Law Guardians to act as fostéf .
mother. The same explanation was recorded that all the children were s_ent
given for Richard Lettington who was to an orphanage on the death of their

. ther.
a nine year old workhouse boy when hf(?
first registered at school. George Stephens was recorded by the

Mast sic aa g einyanuaryand c f
February 1887; the note explained his

OKAf RNBY Qa f laisedcéablihe dbrisebuénod dioyf k i

A

SaaSyolf 02yiNA @dmeyPaPE (ibog
vvorve' o7 e it b e LT

because he had cut off his thumb and

first finger; no explanation was given for
Edgar Cowland of Blackness Lane  ine accident.

was absent on a number of occasions iNapother aspect of life for some
1885, the first time because his mothetasidents of Keston was recorded in
was ill, a few months later he was agaif g g g / 7 when FIl or en

absent bec auirstkelabti g os f}o,% Ndttihg HM, &oSsay&he
stages of consump 4@ HeRbsent because she was

One delightful letter explaining fUturevisiting her mother in London. Six
absence arrived o0 ponfhdifer Mbiefick Rds Agin dhsert, K

October 1885, when he received a note
12
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The old school on the Common (built 1855), photograpt
after 1908 when the flagpole was erected. Headmast

Mr Frederick George Taylor BA is outside the front door.
became Headmaster on 9th September 1890 and his last
at the end of the summer term 1924. During the Great Wi
interest in the welfare of his scholars took practical shape
opening of a canteen kitchen, where they were able to @
cheap midlay meals. For 28 years he was Organist ar

Choirmaster of Keston Parish Church

this time becaugeh e r mo t h e probakdydppowedod hisfson @dding

L o n dAbhou@h not stated, it seems to the family income. Everyone living

clear her mother was working in in rural villages before 1914 accepted

London and at home only rarely. that childrends | ab
Horace Banham returned to school contribution to the income of poor

on 23rd November 1907, just in time families and enforcing compulsory

for Christmas, having been working attendance proved impossible, with or

since the summer. In a letter to the  without a Labour Certificate.

Master his father asked that he not be ]

caned; certainly father knew and Tudor Davies

| dINNBy G YSaizyy {Dekees Ki2ygResys 638
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Glorious Spring
Lilies in Keston

Sol omonds Sea

Sol omondés Seal
(Polygonatum multifjorum

No-one knows for certain the origin of
the name, perhaps in part due to the
medi ci nal gual ity
and broken bones. This plant can be
found along the riverbank down from
the Ravensbourne Pond, where it was
probably introduced in the 19th century
as part of the garden created by the
BonhamCarters. It is likely to be the
garden hybrid with a ridged stem, as
opposed to the wild plant which has a
round stem.

Star of Bethlehem

(Ornithogalum umbe)latum

This can be found on the second
tmaller meadow walking in from Lakes

0

\ , . Road owards . the r |
oConsider the | il §6§ pIQn%s, it culi<Lup i?s'pr@tl@&ar i
they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yeipapeq petals by midday or earlier if
| tell you, even Solomon in all his gloryyarcast. Its name is not

was not cl ot hed |

Matthew 6:29

| ;
teferBnce®tdNit€ sh&pk, reggﬁ,r% thé far

of the Nativity, but also the fact that it

In Keston and Hayes, we can count &q\ys in profusion in Palestine.

least seven members of this beautiful
family growing wild, with some familiar
names (Bluebells, Daffodils, Wild
Garlic, Lily of the Valley), some with
names of biblical
Seal, Star of Bethlehem) and one
surprise member (

resonance

Butcherds Broom).

April and May are the best times to see
these delicate flowers, before the trees

have shaded the woodland floor
completely.
It is often difficult to decide whether

these flowers are native UK species or
have been introduced. Because of their

popularity, even true UK species have

also been widely planted in gardens for

centuries and also readily hybridise,
making identification very challenging.

Star of Bethlehem

14
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