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Thought for the month

J loneliness after losing a loved one, or
' fear as we struggle with a loexgn
a illness. The present accordingly
becomes wasted as we stumble towards
' an uncertain goal.
Jesus recognised that our human
minds can so often race ahead to
problems. A frustration of these new
specs is that when 1 lift my eyes to the
front of the church everything is blurry
Where is Your Focus? although the page in the book is in
Invading white hairs were bad enough focus! Of course, the Lord wants us to
but recently, much to my annoyance, focus on the word He is sending us, not
|l 5ve needed t o g e themegsgnger, buigrenmindegl meaf a s
As newsprint, contracts and other smaMatthew 6:3% Ther ef or e do
objects became part of my world againtomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its

| was reminded of other areasinmy liffach day has eWseugh
which are not in focus. are to live one day at a time; we are to

Reflection ask for the Lordos

God wants us to look back at our timedmmediate distance, which is in better

of blessing and be encouraged but Hefocus, and make the most of every day.
does not want us to try and live with ~ 20/20 Vision' N

our eyes turned 180 degrees to the reakhis is described as perfect vision,

He doesndét wantd uBuman|yvepreaktRnRe. ph
only learn from it. Are we obsessed withfinitely better than that. He can see
past failures, mistakes and hurts? Do weside breaking hearts, behind false

mull over how if only we had made ~ smiles, and down to the depths of our
different choices there would have beegpuls. Our all knowing, all seeing, all
happier outcomes? St. Paul had a pasPowerful, ever present God sees and
he wasndt proud o sharespyr struggles, weakgegsgsnpais, e
that God considered him a work in happiness and joy. He can see our past,
progres® f or get t i ng t hPofs€eS etnhti nagnsd i huitcuhr ea
behind, and reaching forth unto those #fi¢g& on us every now and then: He is
whi c h &Prhikppiame3f18)r e ¢ watching over us always, fordis h a | |
Longsight neither s (Psalmblfélr4)._ nor
This was my problem, physically My challenge, and perhaps yours, is to
speaking. Things far away could still b our eyes firmly on Him and to trust
seen but the close field was a blur. Dohis most perfect vision for our past,

we become preoccupied with the futur@resent and futu@no matter how

and faraway events, or the possibility many pairs of spectacles | need!

of them? Maybe that place is filled with Martin J Chalker
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From the Editor Duty Done (or this ssue)

Welcome to this Sitting there, on Sunday morning,
edition with some  Congregations in their pews
great articles i Read their magazines, informing
including one Them of all the latest news.
relating to the bike
and War memoarial
on the front cover.
You can read all
about it on the centre pages. You may
notice that rather a lot has been writterShe it was who, deadlines facing

by me or my family this time but it Got those varied items in

would be wonderful to have some of Phoning, asking, pleading, chasing
your stories too. Eaehadattieshemustivglt be s h

Any news, upcoming events or Though she earns no princely wages
information about people that have hadfhough she gladly gives her time

interesting experiences or have unusugificiently she fills those pages

jobs or hobbies would be welcome.  chqgsing pictures, prose, and rhyme.
This issue has articles ranging from

pumpkins to kneelers and calligraphy, S0 she sits, her rest deserving

an Obituary and much more. For a while her dut
| have noticed that the shops have May be sheds jusdt st

Christmas cards and chocolates in ~ Soon she starts another one!

already, and there are details about Nigel Beeton for Parish Pump

Kestondés own Christmas Fair on

18th November advertised at the back

of the magazine. Definitely one to put

in the diary! We have our Harvest

Festival and lunch to look forward to BLESSED

before that though, and Remembrance | “ARE THE

All save one who sits there smifing
She knows that journal very well
Having spent a month compilidg
She knows what those pages tell!

Day too of course. POOR IN
May God bless this community SIGHT
and help us to be a blessing to others FoR THEY
this Autumn. NEED

Sally Churchus

Magazine Donations

Thank you once again for sending you %
donations towards the cost of M/%‘
producing the magazine, your —
contributions are much appreciated.



Friends of Keston Common ews
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Keston Common has retained its Green Flag status fr 2023/2024

Jubilee Parks Fund for Playground  know in October whether its application
Following the success of our bid and has been successful. Some of the funds
after long conversations and meetingsfrom last year were used to buy tools,
with Council, (and supplier), we have one of which was the tree popper we
finally agreed a plan and orders are  displayed at KestFest, which cost over
being placed. In essence the old £300.

roundabout will be replaced with an  Open meeting

inclusive spinner; a new climbing fram&he next open meeting is scheduled for
(major new item), will be erected more4th October, Jubilee Room, Keston

or less where the picnic bench is, (whigfillage Hall from 7.30pm. Do come and
itself will be moved out of the grassed meet us and hear about our work and
area to a more central position and  future plans.

hence improve access for wheelchair Ranger Leaving

users); and an array of stepping posts Sadly, our Ranger from idverde,

will be installed close to the butterfly Steven Lofting, will be leaving us at the
maze. FoKC will be contributing some end of September. Steven has managed
funds towards this project, (over £1k). our site since June 2017 and he has been
Benches a great asset to both the site and FoKC.
In July the third bench was installed orHe is taking up a new post as

the western bank of the valley mire (atConservation Manager for SE England
the lowest point of Fishponds Road), at Butterfly Conservation. We would

and three more are planned for the like to thank him for his work over

coming months. these past six years, (especially through
Funding Covid), and wish him every success in
FoKC has applied again this year to thais new venture.

Cao-op for community funding and will Larry Herbert, Chair of FOKC
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Keston church Car  whole project, Bob Cogram our
. surveyor who helped to secure the

Park OfﬁCIal planning permission and
Opening Mike ReeveBastwood our builder for

, the work. Members of our congregation
will also be there to celebrate this great
achievement in the life of Keston
church over coffee and a special cake!
We are very grateful to those who have
contributed towards this project and
invite everyone to join us.

Anna Bailey

Keston nominee

We are finally ready to officially dedicafOT Volunteer

our extended car park to Frank and AWﬂFd

Sheila Netscher for their vision and )

energy to achieve its completion. The Keston resident, Ren Blanchette,
pedestrian walkway and hand rail are (Harrold), was one of 12 nominees for
finished and the solar lights are now inthe Bromley Community Links

place and working well. Our bespoke Volunteers Award. AIthougrlshe found
entrance gates make a good first out she wasnot the
impression and match the gates to thecéremony in Bromley library, she
church with the Keston Marke logo on.received a certificate from the Lady
There will also be a dedication plaque Mayoress to recognise the brilliant
placed on the gate just prior to the contribution she has made to charity
event. and to Bromley.

We plan to hold the Dedication Ren supports the Dog Rescue Team
straight after our Sunday morning at Foal Farm, going above and beyond
service on 29th October 2023 around What is needed. Throughout serious
11am. Frank and family will be there tghealth difficulties and treatment she still
cut the ribbon, along with Geoff Carr  helped to walk the dogs. Ren is a role

our Churchwarden who managed the Model to others by showing kindness
and compassion, to both people and

animals. She tirelessly supports a family
with genetic conditions that have caused
them problems and
volunteers at
community events.
Well done, Ren,
your dedication and
kindness deserve
recognition!




