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Flowers, cards and gifts are given as 
tokens of love being received and 
expressed. I remember the excitement 
of looking for the postman on  
St Valentineõs Day while pretending, as 
an eight or nine-year old not to be 
interested in love, of being wanted and 
not forgotten. 
   The truth is we all want to be  
loved and, in some way, feel special.  
St Valentineõs Day is one of those days 
in the year that allows these feelings to 
be shown and felt. 
   If you havenõt already booked a table 
for two for 14th Feb ð sorry, itõs too 
late now. (Probably!). Restaurants will 
be crammed with couples, and the 
restaurateurs will perhaps breathe a 
prayer of thanks to St Valentine. Florists 
and card companies have good reason 
to be grateful to this saint, too. But who 
was St Valentine and what has he got  
to do with romance? 
   There are lots of saints called 
Valentine, but only two of them seem to 
fit the bill. They were both churchmen,
(one was a priest, the other a bishop), 
both were martyred in Italy around AD 
269, and both are remembered on  
14th February. They were probably the 

same man. In each case, Valentine 
healed a child, the childõs family became 
Christians, and then Valentine was 
beheaded under Claudius Gothicus.  
So, we can be pretty confident that 
Valentine was a Christian clergyman 
martyred by the Roman Empire, like so 
many others. What is not clear is what 
that has to do with hearts and flowers. 
   So as disciples of Jesus we, of course, 
long to go beyond the power of the 
romantic and allow the love of God to 
change our hearts to become more 
loving in order that we might in some 
way change the world around us for  
the better. 
   Love is an effect. It changes hearts 
and minds and reconciles enemies. 
However, love needs to have a cause.  
1 John 4:19 gives us the reason for love 
being in our hearts: òWe love Him 
because He first loved usó.  God is 
love, he created us and redeemed us out 
of love. I would suggest if we reflect the 
love of Christ we will be changed. We 
do this through practice, through living 
close to Jesus. As metal takes on 
magnetic properties when kept close  
to a magnet so we begin to take on the 
properties of Christõs love as we walk 
close to him. 
   As followers of Jesus we recognise the 
love with which we have been embraced 
and in turn try to embrace others. 
According to 1 Corinthians 13 there is 
no need for the cards or flowers, just an 
embrace that speaks of a love that 
simply says ð òAnd now these three 
remain: faith, hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is loveó. 
 

  Martin J Chalker, Churchwarden 
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I took this photo of the third pond,  
just below Fishponds Road, during the 
Prayer Walk on 16th February 2022. I 
think the ducks were hopeful we had 
some food! 
 

 

Keston church raffled two hampers just 
before Christmas ð the M&S one was 
won by Pam Broughton from The Dale 
and the smaller one was won by  
John Bakker, a member of the 
congregation who lives on Bromley 
Common. I expect theyõve all been 
gobbled up by now! 
 

 

Thank you to Sam Price, (who runs a 
stall in Bromley), for once again kindly 
donating all the oranges for our 
Christingle Service.  

 

 

Does anyone have a, (preferably 
uncropped), photo of a snowman in 
Keston? If so, please can you send it at 
the highest resolution, largest file size, 
to the Editor Sally on 
editor@kestonparishchurch.org.uk. 
Thank you!  
 

 

Apologies to Ayten who wrote about 
her Totõs Play class reaching the awards 
finals in the last issue, her surname was 
spelt incorrectly and should be Ozgu. 

 

As I write, it is the 
greyest of days with 
rain lashing against the 
windows and we are 
taking the Christmas 
decorations down. All 
that thinking about and 
planning for Christmas is over now.  
No more lights to cheer us on winter 
evenings but itõs probably best to try 
and think positively and not dwell on 
the negatives. I shall be going to the 
Beat the Blues coffee morning next 
Saturday, which will be an enjoyable 
event; I read this week about the value 
to our  mental health of going out, so 
Iõll be braving the weather. There is also 
another Quiz evening coming up soon. 
   In this issue we look back at some of 
the Christmas events in Keston as well 
as things to look forward to. This year 
we hope to find a new Rector and the 
work on the church car park is just 
about completed with beautiful new 
gates and a walkway with handrail. We 
have a new Barber shop in the village 
and discussions are ongoing about 
Countryside Day. The Common 
continues to be a source of joy to many 
with itõs ever changing flora and fauna 
throughout the seasons ð thank you 
Bob Harrop for producing an article 
and lovely photos at such short notice.  
   What a blessing the community of 
Keston is ð how fortunate we are 
compared to so many others in the 
world. Still, within our community let  
us help to bear one anotherõs loads and 
not fail to make someone happy if it is 
within our power to do so ð and spring 
will soon be here!        
          Sally Churchus 
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What would you look for when 
interviewing for a new Rector for 
Keston Parish Church? Every single 
person in the parish will have a 
particular idea of the perfect person for 
the job ð who of course in practice 
simply doesnõt exist!  
   The job will be part time ie. three days 
a week plus Sundays, the same as we 
had before. Keston Parochial Church 
Council, (PCC ð the group of people 
from the congregation who help run the 
church), have put together a Parish 
Profile for prospective incumbents. This 
gives an idea of what the parish and 
church are like and includes some of the 
qualities that we would desire. A Person 
Specification has also been written, 
outlining ideally what we would like in 
areas such as training, experience, 
leadership and faith and practical and 
intellectual skills. These documents will 

soon be approved by the Archdeacon, 
and the job will then be advertised on 
the Rochester Diocesan website and on 
the Pathways C of E website. 
   The 12 members of the PCC have 
chosen two Parish Representatives by 
secret ballot ð Tricia Coward and  
Sally Churchus, who will be involved 
with the Diocese of Rochester when we 
have some applicants for the post.  
   Eventually, any candidate who has 
been offered and accepts the position 
will probably have to serve three 
monthsõ notice in their present post, so 
we are not going to welcome the new 
Rector any time soon. 
   But where is God in all of this? Surely 
this is the most important question of 
all! This is Godõs church, and God is in 
it all from start to finish. He knows our 
needs, he knows our weaknesses (ouch!) 
and he has his plans for Keston. So we 
can be positive! We invite you, (if you 
are a person of prayer), to pray for those 
of us involved in the process. 

Keston Parish Church Parochial Church Council members at their Christmas social event 
From back left, John Bakker, David Cook, Martin Becker, Martin Chalker, Dave Rugg, 

Geoff Carr and from left front, Anna Bailey, Pam Thomas, Sally Churchus,  
Angela Godfrey, Tricia Coward and Pat Geiger 


