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Those two words can cause so much 
anxiety at this time of the year. 
Sometimes thinking what to get and 
tracking it down can be time consuming 
and stressful and there is also often the 
financial strain too. With the rising cost 
of living, this year will be harder than 
ever for many. 
   So why do we do it? Letõs take a look 
back to what really is ôthe reason for the 
seasonõ. The whole idea of giving 
presents is based on the presents the 
infant Jesus received from the wise men. 
On a side issue, the Bible never 
mentioned that there were three wise 
men (Magi) present, just that three 
presents were delivered. Also, it is likely 
that these men were astrologers from 
Persia, (present day Iran), and that Jesus 
was many months old at this time. 
   Having held my son shortly after his 
birth, I have some idea of what the 
word ôpreciousõ really means. And yet,  
it doesnõt even come close in terms of 
how precious the infant Jesus is to 
mankind. Look at John chapter 1 verse 

14, ôAnd the Word became flesh and  
dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory 
as of the Fatherõs only Son, full of grace 
and truthõ.  

We know from other scriptures that the 
ôWordõ is the Lord Jesus Christ. Iõm told 
that the Greek word used here for ôthe 
Wordõ is logos, which can be translated 
as ômeaning, explanation, purposeõ ð 
now that is what we all need a good 
dose of! It is also a good description of 
what Jesus offered to a world ignorant 
of its Maker and desperately in need of 
His direction and love.  
   This must be one of the most 
precious verses in the whole Bible. I 
also think that many people miss the 
true significance of this statement of 
fact. The One through whom the world 
was created, the One who was ôwith 
Godõ and ôis Godõ, was present in a way 
he had never been on earth before. God 
the Son had ôput on human fleshõ and 
entered this sinful world as a baby only 
to leave it later in agony on a cross. 
Foretold from the very start of the 
Bible, the final solution to sin was to 
demand the physical death of Godõs 
Son. 
   To come back to our topic of 
Christmas presentsé We have to thank 
Jesus for the ultimate present ð 
reconciliation to God! Godõs present to 
us was His Son. If we accept who Jesus 
is and what He did for us and then ask 
God to forgive us our sins, He will 
accept us through His own dear Son. 
   Forgiveness of sins, a home in  
heaven and a blissful eternity with  

Him who created us! Now thatõs a 

Christmas present.  
 

          Martin J Chalker, Churchwarden 
 

Please see p11 for details of how to 
donate new toys to the Salvation Army. 
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In January, Mary IõAnson who lives on 
Heathfield Road kindly told me the tale 
about her home made Christmas wreath 
and let me photograph it. On 12th night 
when she came to take it down from her 
front door, she discovered, much to her 
surprise, a nest in the centre of it! There 
was just one egg in there, which looked 
like a Robinõs egg. It hadnõt hatched ð 
presumably it was scared off at some 
point, which is hardly surprising.  
   Robins are renowned for nesting in 
weird and wonderful places and can 
start laying eggs as early as January if  
the weather is mild. This one had 
certainly chosen an unusual and 
beautiful place for their nest, but sadly 
not a particularly wise one! 

 

On Friday 28th October, Choir and 
church members said goodbye and 
thank you to Joan Taylor for over 40 
years in Keston church choir. David 
Cook, our Organist and Choirmaster, 
presented her with an engraved Royal 
School of Church Music medal, hand 
made card, certificate and flowers. 

 

Observant readers will have noticed the 
mistake in the last issue, so apologies  
for that! All the best publications 
include them. Itõs on p3 if you missed it. 
Just goes to show that proof readers are 
human.  
   Talking about magazine production,  
a member of our congregation told me 
recently that I am actually an Editrix.  
Or I could call myself an Editress ð  
who would have known, what fun. 
According to my research the word 
Editress was first used in 1775, the 
definition being a woman who is an 
editor. The plural is Editrices. Editrix  
is down as a female editor, the plural  
of which is Editrixes. Well, there were 
plenty of Editrixes at the annual 
meeting of The Association for Church 
Editors that I went to in the middle of 
October. I am the Chair, which isnõt 
nearly such a great term as Editrix. I 
could be a Chairlady but that sounds 
rather like charlady, so I think Iõll give 
that one a miss. 
   Anyway, enough ramblings and on  
to this issue. Again we have a variety of 
articles from Christmas themed pieces 
to dogs, bees, heroes and cartoonists. 
Hopefully something of interest for 
parishioners to read whilst taking a 
break with a cup of tea or coffee from 
the hurly burly of preparations. I  
wish you all a meaningful and joy  
filled Christmas. 
        Sally Churchus 
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Thank you to everyone who has so 
generously given towards the cost of a 
fully automated external defibrillator, 
(AED), to be sited in Keston church 
foyer. In particular we would like to 
thank Pam Robertson for giving us the 
largest donation from the Keston 
Singers funds. Sadly, the group has now 
decided to fold after nearly 60 years.  
   A member of the congregation, Steff 
Nash, who is an A&E Consultant has 
kindly given us some Basic Life Support 
training so that we have the confidence 
to use the defibrillator if need be ð 
although of course we are hoping we 
wonõt have to! 
   An AED is a medical device designed 
to analyse the heart rhythm and deliver 
an electric shock if needed to restore the 
heart rhythm to normal, ie. to revive 
someone from sudden cardiac arrest.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The week following the Queenõs death 
Keston Parish church was open for 
people to sign the Book of 
Condolences, light a candle, say a prayer 
or just sit quietly. 85 people signed the 
book and several floral tributes were laid 
in the Garden of Remembrance. 

Dr Steff Nash with Pam Robertson  
and the new defibrillator 
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Sally Churchus, (in red), at the Foodbank 
donation point in Downham, with 

volunteers. Although it looks like it, we 
didnõt push the trolleys all the way  

from Keston! 

 

 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated 
food at our Harvest Festival Service at 
the beginning of October for Keston 
Parish church to take to Bromley 
Foodbank. We took an amazing 69 kilos 
of non perishable food. In addition, we 
collected £245.30 plus Gift Aid for 
Welcare in Bromley to help local 
families in need.  
 

Sunday 27th November  
Advent Sunday 
 

The Shirley Friends of Demelza will  
be selling the usual Christmas cards, 
decorations, gifts, toys etc. during  
coffee after the 10am service in the 
church hall ie.11am-12 noon. Cash only 
please. Everyone welcome. 

Bench in memory of ôice creamõ Shirley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the end of September two new 
benches were installed at Keston Ponds. 
The first, (a picnic bench), was 
commissioned by the family and friends 
of Shirley, and replaces the rather burnt 
out tatty one close to the ôbeachõ area at 
Pond 2. The inscription reads ôFor our 
beloved ôice creamõ Shirley because if we 
have ice cream we will always have you. 
Love from us all xxxõ. It is the bench 
sited closest to the ice cream van.  
   The second bench is near Pond 3 and 
reads ôIn loving memory of Michael 
Collins, a true and dedicated friend of 
Keston Commonõ. Michael was one of 
the founder members of the Friends of 
Keston Common.  

Bench in memory of Michael Collins 


