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We are all deeply saddened to hear 
about the passing of Her Majesty The 
Queen, on the 8th September 2020, as 
we take this edition of the The Keston 
Magazine to press. 
   As Britainõs most respected, beloved 
and longest-serving monarch, we 
remember Her late Majestyõs lifelong 
devotion to public service here in the 
United Kingdom, across the 
Commonwealth, and around the 
world. Her Majesty was also the head  
of the Church of England and at the 
heart of her life was her faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. That faith that she 
spoke about so openly in recent years, 
that faith which sustained her in all the 
ups and downs of the life of our nation 
and indeed in her own life. 
   We in Keston send our condolences 
to His Majesty King Charles III and all 
the members of the Royal family on the 
loss of a much-loved mother, 
grandmother and great grandmother. 
Comfort can be found in Hebrews 4:16 
òLet us then approach Godõs throne of 
grace with confidence, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help us 
in our time of needó. 

   Although many of us will be sad at 
her Majestyõs passing, we must also 
celebrate her life, her guidance and love 
for the nation. As I thought back to this 
last couple of dayõs events, my son 
reminded me of the small scene Her 
majesty played with Paddington Bear, 
the fun she had in that little sketch, and 
the cheers it raised when shown all 
down the Mall. There was also the 
memorable time at the opening of the 
Olympics when Queen Elizabeth was 
seen accompanying James Bond, 007,  
to board a helicopter and seemingly 
parachute into the stadium ð this was 
the fun side of Her Majesty. 
   I know there were more serious times 
and with all the years on the throne she 
counselled 15 Prime Ministers, 
(although the last she only met once), 
but her strong sense of duty and love 
for God and her subjects will never be 
forgotten.  
   òAnd now these three remain: faith, 
hope and love. But the greatest of these 
is loveó. (1 Corinthians 13:13). The 
Queenõs love will always live with us.  
 

 Martin J Chalker, Churchwarden 
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Thank you once again to all our readers 
who made donations towards the costs 
of The Keston Magazine so that it may 
continue. Itõs not too late to do so if  
you would still like to contribute.  
BACS transfers with reference 
ôMagazine donationõ can be made to 
Sort Code 20-05-57 Account 30543683, 
or cheques made payable to  
ôKeston Parochial Church Councilõ. 
Please send them to the Treasurer,  
Mrs A Bailey, Elm Gables,  
Westerham Road, Keston BR2 6HH. 
Thank you. 
   Donations of information, articles  
and photos would also be welcome as  
a constant supply is needed. Thank you. 

 

 

We are pleased to announce that we 
have retained our Green Flag status for 
2022/2023. Our next open meeting is 
on Wednesday 5th October at 7.30pm 
in the Jubilee room of Keston Village 
Hall.  
   There wonõt be any tree works in 
Padmall Wood this winter as originally 
scheduled as the main structural bridge 
has not yet been repaired. Vehicle 
access is therefore compromised and  
so the work has been postponed until 
winter 2023/24. 
   The Friends meet every Friday at 
10am in the Westerham Road car park 
and undertake a couple of hours of 
light, (gardening style), activities across 
the Common. Please do come and  
join us. 
 

   Larry Herbert, Chair of FoKC    

 

On the front cover, it may look as if 
Revõd Carol is planting a tree with 
Gregg Wallace of MasterChef fame, but 
I can assure you that itõs her husband 
Neil! Revõd Carol donated the tree to 
the church and parish on her retirement 
at the end of August. (See p7). Thinking 
back over her time at Keston, she has 
done a considerable amount for the 
residents of Keston, including starting 
the popular Prayer Walks; our Mental 
Wellbeing coffee mornings; the Book 
Reading Fellowship, church pub socials; 
Wednesday Worship at Keston School 
as well as overseeing the much needed 
enlargement of the church car park. 
That is not to mention all the services, 
sermons, baptisms, weddings and 
funerals that she has taken as well as 
helping us to grow in faith. We often 
underestimate the time that people use 
to fulfil their roles in the church and 
community. Indeed, we often have no 
idea how much they actually do until 
they stand down! So to everyone who 
gives of themselves for the community 
in Keston, in a variety of ways, we thank 
you ð we are not able to name you all 
individually, but you know who you are. 
   Everyone has gifts, in fact very 
different gifts and talents, given by God, 
and we ask that He will guide us to use 
them to help, encourage and bring 
happiness to others. And on that  
note, I hope you enjoy this issue of  
the magazine! 
        Sally Churchus 
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On the rather drizzly morning of  
Thursday 1st September, the new Post 
Office and general store opened at  
19, Heathfield Road. The new Postmaster 
is Kiritharan Thurairajalingam (Kiri) and 
Postmistress, his wife, Shaveetha 
Udhayakumar (Shavee). They have two 
sons, Keshiyan, who at 14 is the eldest 
and Harin who is 10 years old. (In case 
you are wondering, the names are Sri 
Lankan, although Shavee was born in 
Germany and still has German 
citizenship). On the opening day they 
were busy as soon as they opened the 
door as people who had gone to the 
Post Office next to The Fox found it 
was closed. They had planned an official 
opening with the cutting of a ribbon by 
Kiriõs mother, but unfortunately it was 
not to be as they had a constant stream 
of customers.  
   When Shavee met her husband Kiri, 
he was already a newsagent and this is 
now their fourth retail business. They 
still have a convenience store in Sidcup, 
which they took over in 2009. However, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the Post Office side of things is new  
to them and after 14 hours of online 
training and a three day course in 
Croydon they have started in Keston 
with some help for the first week and 
then six months of remote support ð 
but there is a lot to learn! The Post 
Office opening times are currently  
Monday-Saturday 8.30am-6.30pm and 
Sundays 9am-2pm. Together with their 
family this leaves little time for Shavee 
to spend on her hobby of cake 
decorating. (I saw some photos of 
amazing creations that she had done!). 
   The store is beautifully fitted out and 
sells a variety of soft drinks, tobacco, 
confectionery, toiletries, household 
items, medicines and some fresh 
produce as well as newspapers and 
alcoholic drinks. National lottery tickets 
will soon be on sale too. It is our luck 
that you have come to Keston and 
taken on the combined Post Office  
and store, and we welcome you into  
the community.  
         Sally Churchus 
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You have probably noticed, if you go  
up to the church, that the box hedge 
round the Garden of Remembrance has 
been under attack. Even though I was 
checking for box caterpillars I never saw 
any but that is what killed them. 
However, we are in good company with 
this as even Monty Don lost his box 
hedge last year to the dreaded 
caterpillars.  
   So at the end of June I enlisted my 
husband Davidõs help to get the box out 
as it was looking very sorry for itself. 
Just as well I roped David in as I could 
not budge them and he had to remove 
them all himself. We saw lots of the 
quite pretty box caterpillar moths! We 
also discovered that a lot of the original 
edging boards had rotted and needed 
replacing. David measured up, ordered 
the wood, had it delivered to church, 
and set about replacing the entire 
framework. It is now much sturdier, 
being all bolted together in one 
framework. It was a long hot day when  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

we did the boards, but after a siesta we 
finished around 9.30 in the evening. 
   New shingle was put on the outside 
edges for families to leave a pot of 
flowers for a loved one whose ashes  
are interred in the plot. The heat wave 
continued so we delayed the planting  
of the rosemary till it was a bit cooler. 
Since then it has been watered every day 
by either myself or Eileen Davies and  
I am glad to say they are surviving this 
extended heatwave and the grass is 
beginning to grow again.   
   I cleaned out Waitrose several times 
buying up their rosemary plants. 
Rosemary was chosen, not only because 
it is disease resistant and can be cut to 
form a hedge, but because, in the 
language of flowers, rosemary means 
ôRemembranceõ. 
   Donations towards the cost of the 
refurbishment would be gratefully 
received. You can find me at church 
most Sundays and sometimes working 
in the wildlife garden by the new car 
park extension. 
      Tonia Crouch 
 


